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Course objective: This course acquaints students with the Panchayati Raj Institutions and their 
actual working. It further encourages a study of PRIs in their mutual interaction and their 
interaction with the people.  
 

Course outcomes: 

• This paper will help students understand the importance of grass root political institutions in    
empowering people.  

• This paper will highlight the complex challenges faced by PRIs in India and mechanisms 
involved to make it more participatory and inclusive in nature. 

 I. Strengthening Democratic Functioning of the Panchayats  
 a. Evolution of Panchayati Raj in India 
 b. Need assessment and Micro Planning  
 c. Devolution 
  

II. Panchayat Finances and Accounting  

 a. Constitutional Provisions on Panchayat Finances 
 b. Fiscal Decentralisation and Audit system  
 c. Social Audit 
  

III. Problems and Needs of Disadvantaged Groups and their Participation  

 a. Women  
 b. Scheduled Tribes, Scheduled Casts and Minorities 
 c. Panchayat Extension to Scheduled Areas (PESA) Act  
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